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The facilities required to enhance NMõs green economy: 

Proposed Route Length ~500 Miles

ĊConfiguration Options

º Two 500 kV AC lines (SunZia will be the first 500 kV line in NM)

ĊPower transfer capacity of 3,000 MW or 4,500 MW

ĊInterconnections with at least five substations that will increase the 

reliability of the electrical grid in both states.

ėPinal Central (AZ)

ėProposed Willow 500 kV (AZ)

ėProposed SunZia East (NM)

ėProposed Lordsburg (NM)

ėProposed Midpoint (NM)
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Ċ Proposed route is primarily on Public 

Lands: AZ 84%; NM 82%

ĊTypical right-of-way width: 

200 feet per line; Up to 1,000 feet for two 

lines

Ċ Typical structure height: 

130 to 160  feet

Ċ Typical span: 

1,300 to 1,500 feet between structures

500kV AC Guyed-V 
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FALL 2011
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ĊPermitting Process Takes Time.Large, interstate transmission 

projects are subjected to detailed examination of environmental 

impacts and mitigation under Federal law

ÏSunZiaõs EIS has required 27 months thus far and will likely 

take another 15 months to complete

ÏState permits are also required in New Mexico and Arizona 

and other federal approvals will be needed

ĊPublic Involvement.Fourteen public meetings have been held to 

take comments and at least that many lie ahead after the Draft 

EIS is publicly available

ĊAt-risk Private Investment.Early planning-to-final approvals 

can take up to 6 years and cost as much as $100 Million
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ĊEconomic study was prepared by New Mexico State University 

and University of Arizona. 

ĊJobs in NM and AZ:

ÏEstimated SunZia Project construction/O&M jobs created: 

6,323

ÏEstimated renewable energy project jobs: 37,320

ĊJobs in NM

ÏEstimated SunZia Project construction/O&M jobs created: 

4,021

ÏEstimated renewable energy project jobs: 21,301

ĊSubstantial payroll incomes and tax revenues were also 

estimated by the universities.
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