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Salt River Project 

(Arizona utility)

Shell WindEnergy 

(a Royal Dutch Shell company)

Tucson Electric Power 

(Arizona utility)

Tri-State G&T

(multi -state G&T association)

SouthWestern Power Group/

MMR Group

(G&T development firm)
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ĊProposed Route Length ~460 Miles

ĊConfiguration Options:

º Two 500 kV AC lines

º One 500 kV AC and one 500 kVDC line (hybrid option)

ĊWECC Accepted Path Rating of 3,000 MW for two 500 kV AC lines

Ċ4,500 MW with AC/DC hybrid option

ĊInterconnects with at least five substations (two in AZ; three in NM)

ėSunZia East (Lincoln County, NM)

ėMidpoint (Luna County, NM)

ėLordsburg (Hidalgo County, NM)

ėPinal Central/Tortolita (Pinal County, AZ)

ėWillow (Graham County, AZ)
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Ċ Proposed route is primarily on Public 

Lands: AZ 84%; NM 82%

ĊTypical right-of-way width: 

200 feet per line; Up to 1,000 feet for two 

lines

Ċ Typical structure height: 

130 to 160  feet

Ċ Typical span: 

1,300 to 1,500 feet between structures

500kV AC Guyed-V 
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DATE ACTIVITY

5/29/09 Notice of Intent publishedin Federal Register

6/22/09 Initiation of first set of scopingmeetings (4 in AZ; 5 in NM)

8/28/09 Close of first ScopingPeriod

9-10/09 Response to public comments: expanded studyarea and 

additional routes in NM

10/26/09 Initiation of second set ofscoping meetings (3 in NM)

11/27/09 Closeof second Scoping Period

2-3/10 Response to public comments: expanded studyarea and 

additional routes in AZ and NM

4/27/10 Initiation of third set of scoping meetings (1 in AZ; 1 in NM)

6/10/10 Close of third Scoping Period
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September 2011

FALL 2011
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September 2011
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ĊAn extensive scoping period can cause unpredictable 

time and cost delays, but ultimately, the record of public 

involvement and comment is strengthened.  The BLM 

must demonstrate that an adequate amount of 

òreasonable and feasibleó alternatives were evaluated. 

ĊInterested parties must be aware that large complex 

transmission projects can be delayed by a number of 

unforeseen barriers.

ĊEarly consultation with the conservation community can 

be beneficial in your fatal flaw analysis and scoping 

period.
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Mr. Dan Hicks

Chief of Staff

White Sands Missile Range

SunZia Impact on WSMR Mission
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