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Salt River Project 

(Arizona utility)

Shell WindEnergy 

(a Royal Dutch Shell company)

Tucson Electric Power 

(Arizona utility)

Tri-State G&T

(multi -state G&T association)

SouthWestern Power 

Group/MMR Group

(G&T development firm)
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State Renewable Portfolio Standards

Desert Southwest States:

o Arizona 15% by 2025

o California 33% by 2020

o Nevada 25% by 2025

o Colorado 30% by 2020

o New Mexico 20% by 2020

o Utah 20% by 2025

(Energy Basis)
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ĊProposed Route Length ~500 Miles

ĊConfiguration Options

º Two 500 kV AC lines

º One 500 kV AC and one 500 kV DC line (hybrid option)

ĊPower transfer capacity of 3,000 MW or 4,500 MW with AC/DC 

hybrid option

ĊInterconnects with at least five substations (two in AZ; three in NM)

ėPinal Central (AZ)

ėProposed Willow 500 kV (AZ)

ėProposed SunZia East (NM)

ėProposed Lordsburg (NM)

ėProposed Midpoint (NM)
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Ċ Proposed route is primarily on Public 

Lands: AZ 84%; NM 82%

ĊTypical right-of-way width: 

200 feet per line; Up to 1,000 feet for two 

lines

Ċ Typical structure height: 

130 to 160  feet

Ċ Typical span: 

1,300 to 1,500 feet between structures

500kV AC Guyed-V 
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ĊSunZia filed an application for a Declaratory Order from 

FERC on January 29, 2010.  FERC denied this application.

ĊA revised application was submitted on February 23, 2011.

ĊFERC issued a Declaratory Order on the revised application 

on May 20, 2011.

ĊThe order allows for 50% of the merchant owned 

transmission capacity to be negotiated through anchor-

tenant bilateral contracts.  The remaining 50% must be 

offered through an open season process.
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ĊSunZia initiated Phase 1 of the WECC 3-phase rating 

process on May 17, 2007.

ĊSunZia achieved Phase 2 status on July 27, 2009.

ĊSunZia completed Phase 3 on March 25, 2011.

ĊWECC determined that if  SunZia is configured to have 

two 500 kV AC lines, the project will have 3,000 MW 

of bidrectionaltransmission capacity.
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