
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



SUNZIA SOUTHWEST TRANSMISSION PROJECT 

 

ėSalt River Project  

(Arizona utility) 

 
 

ėShell WindEnergy  

 (a Royal Dutch Shell company) 

 
 

ėSouthWestern Power Group II/ 

 MMR Group 

 (G&T development firm) 

 
 

ėTri-State Generation and  

    Transmission Association 

  (multi -state G&T association) 

 
 

ėTucson Electric Power  

 (Arizona utility) 
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SUNZIA SOUTHWEST TRANSMISSION PROJECT 

ĊProposed Route Length is ~500 Miles 

ĊConfiguration Options 

ºTwo 500 kV AC lines 

ºOne 500 kV AC and one 500 kV DC line 

(hybrid option) 

ĊPower transfer capacity of 3,000 MW or 4,500 

MW with AC/DC hybrid option 

ĊInterconnects with at least five substations (two 

in AZ; three in NM) 

ċPinal Central (AZ) 

ċProposed Willow 500 kV (AZ) 

ċProposed SunZia East (NM) 

ċProposed Lordsburg (NM) 

ċProposed SunZia South(NM) 
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SUNZIA SOUTHWEST TRANSMISSION PROJECT 

        500kV AC Guyed-V   

7 

Ċ Proposed route is 

primarily on Public 

Lands: AZ 84%; NM 

82% 

ĊTypical right-of-way 

width:  

200 feet per line; Up 

to 1,000 feet for 

two lines 

Ċ  Typical structure 

height:  

 130 to 160  feet 

Ċ  Typical span:  

 1,300 to 1,500 feet 

between structures 



SUNZIA SOUTHWEST TRANSMISSION PROJECT 

1. SunZia was selected as a pilot project by the Rapid 

Response Team for Transmission, which is comprised 

of multiple federal agencies. 

2. SunZia completed the Western Electricity 

Coordinating Council Three-Phase Rating Process. 

3. The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission issued a 

Declaratory Order for the SunZia Project. 

4. The Office of the Secretary of Defense and the 

Department of Defense Energy Siting Clearinghouse 

evaluated the SunZia Project.  

5. The BLM expects the Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement to be available for public review and 

comment during January 2012. 
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SUNZIA SOUTHWEST TRANSMISSION PROJECT 

Ċ Agencies involved in the RRTT include: 

ė Department of Interior 

ė Department of Energy 

ė Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

ė Department of Defense 

ė Department of Commerce 

ė Department of Agriculture 

ė Environmental Protection Agency 

ė Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 

ė Council on Environmental Quality 

 

Ċ SunZia was selected as one of the seven pilot projects, òThese are 
the kinds of job-creating projects that the President wants to see 
across the countyó (Nancy Sutley, Council on Environmental 

Quality). 

 

Ċ òThe RRTT aims to improve the overall quality and timeliness of 
electric transmission infrastructure permitting, review and 
consultation by the Federal government on both Federal and non-
Federal landséó (Source: Council on Environmental Quality 

website). 
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SUNZIA SOUTHWEST TRANSMISSION PROJECT 

Ċ The WECC Three-Phase Rating Process is based on 

electric power flow studies and peer review to determine 

the capacity of a new transmission facility.   

Ċ SunZia initiated Phase 1 on May 17, 2007. 

Ċ SunZia achieved Phase 2 status on July 27, 2009. 

Ċ  SunZia completed Phase 3 on March 25, 2011. 

ĊWECC determined that if SunZia is configured to have 

two 500 kV AC lines, the project will have 3,000 MW of 

capacity. 
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SUNZIA SOUTHWEST TRANSMISSION PROJECT 

Western 

Electricity 

Coordinating 

Council 

Electric Reliability 

Council of Texas 

Southwest 

Power Pool 
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SUNZIA SOUTHWEST TRANSMISSION PROJECT 

Ċ  FERC is responsible for regulating the sale of electricity 

for inter-state commerce. 

Ċ SunZia filed an application for a Declaratory Order from 

FERC on January 29, 2010.  FERC denied this 

application. 

Ċ A revised application was submitted on February 23, 

2011. 

Ċ FERC issued a Declaratory Order on the revised 

application on May 20, 2011. 

Ċ The Declaratory Order allows SunZia to negotiate 50% 

of the merchant owned capacity with anchor tenants.  

The remaining capacity will be allocated through an 

open season.  85% of the project is merchant owned.  

Ċ SunZia commenced negotiations with potential anchor-

tenant customers on November 1, 2011.    
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SUNZIA SOUTHWEST TRANSMISSION PROJECT 

Ċ The Department of Defense established the DOD Siting 

Clearinghouse.  The Clearinghouse has the authority to review 

renewable energy projects and determine if  they will have a 

negative impact on military operations that should prevent the 

project from proceeding. 

Ċ On May 11, 2011, three deputy under secretaries sent a letter 

to the BLM that stated the OSD has reviewed the concerns 

raised by military installations in AZ and NM. Regarding the 

alternate routes in NM, OSD stated òSegments E80b and E101 
are acceptable as currently drawn; however, segment E80a 
impacts critical test profiles.  Unless E80a can be moved back 
to the north, along the original Route 2 alignment, we would 
strongly oppose construction along that segment without 
significant mitigation.ó  The BLM is evaluating routes that will 

comply with this statement. 

Ċ On July 14, 2011, the Director of the DOD Siting 

Clearinghouse stated òPlease note that one project ð the SunZia 
transmission line ð has been the subject of more than a yearõs 
worth of study and negotiations; we consider it ògreenó 
subject to the provisions of the Clearinghouse Board of 
Directors letter to Mr. Abbey dated 11 May 2011.ó 
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SUNZIA SOUTHWEST TRANSMISSION PROJECT 17 

Attachment 1 to the May 11, 2011 letter from OSD to the BLM  



SUNZIA SOUTHWEST TRANSMISSION PROJECT 

Attachment 2 to the May 11, 2011 letter from OSD to the BLM  
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SUNZIA SOUTHWEST TRANSMISSION PROJECT 

 

Ċ Five BLM Field Offices and 9 Cooperating Agencies will 

review and comment on the  Administrative DEIS before 

it is released to the public.   
 

Ċ Cooperating Agencies Include: 

ė White Sands Missile Range 

ė Holloman Air Force Base 

ė Ft. Bliss Army Base 

ė New Mexico State Land Office 

ė U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

ė U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

ė National Park Service 

ė Arizona State Land Department 

ė Arizona Game & Fish Department 
 

Ċ Following publication of the Draft EIS, there will be a 90-

day public review period that includes open house meetings 

for the public to meet with BLM and EPG to discuss the 

remaining routes and content of the Draft EIS.   
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